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Rolvenden Primary School – Knowledge Organiser 

Evolution 

Evolution 

 
The gradual process by which different 
kinds of living organisms have 
developed from earlier forms over 
millions of years. Scientists have proof 
that living things are continuously 
evolving – even today! 

 

Key Vocabulary 

inheritance A feature which passes 
from parents to offspring 

variation A change or difference 
within the same species. 

adaptation The process of change by 
which an organism or 
species becomes better 
suited to its environment. 

evolution The process by which 
different kinds of 
organisms are believed to 
have developed from 
earlier forms. 

natural 
selection 

The process whereby 
organisms better adapted 
to the environment tend to 
survive and produce 
offspring 

fossils The remains or impression 
of a prehistoric plant or 
animal embedded in rock 
and preserved. 

DNA A material that is present in 
living organisms and 
carries genetic information. 

genes A unit which is transferred 
from a parent to offspring 
and is held to determine 
some characteristic of the 
offspring. 

 


