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Famous Rivers

Key Vocabulary

River Nile

North flowing river in
north-eastern Africa. It
is considered the
longest river in the
world.

delta

Land is created in the mouth
of a river from sediment
where water is slow or
stagnant.

Amazon River

The Amazon river is a
large river in South
America. It is the
largest river in terms of
volume of water
anywhere in the world.

tributary

A stream or river which flows
into a larger river or lake. A
tributary does not flow
directly into a sea/ocean.

meander

Curves which appear in rivers
as they cut through gently
sloping, soft land.

River Severn

The River Severn is the
longest and largest
river in terms of
volume in Great Britain.
It flows from Wales
into England.

erode

Soil, rock or land which is
gradually worn away by
natural agents such as water.

River
Thames

The River Thames is a
large river which flows
through Southern
England and through
the capital city,
London.

transport

The collection of material by
water and movement of it
downstream - this can be by
solution (dissolving),
suspension (carrying),
saltation (bouncing) or
traction (rolling).

deposit

The place at which material
stops being transported by a
river due to a lack of energy
in the water.

River Rother

The River Rotheris a
35-mile-long river
which flows through
East Sussex and Kent.
Its estuary is in Rye.

pollution

The presence in or
introduction into the
environment of a substance
with negative effects.

The Water Cyc
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The Water Cycle tells the story of the
journey of water.

Firstly, the sea is warmed by the sun. This
causes the water to evaporate, forming
water vapour in the sky.

Then, the water vapour cools and falls
from the sky as rain (or sleet/snow/hail).
The special name for this rain is
precipitation.

Finally, water is stored in oceans, lakes,
rivers, glaciers, and some is stored as
groundwater.

Around 96% of the world’s water is stored
in the oceans. This is all salt water, which
needs to be purified before it is safe for
humans to drink.
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