
 

Rolvenden Primary School – Knowledge Organiser Railways in Our Area 

 

The Kent and East Sussex 
Railway is a heritage 
railway which runs from 
Tenterden to Bodiam. It was 
originally opened in 1900; 
closed in 1954 and was 
reopened in 1961. 

 

The Romney, Hythe and 
Dymchurch Railway is a 
miniature railway which 
runs from Hythe to 
Dungeness. It is known as 
‘The Mainline in Miniature’ 
and first opened in 1927. 

 

The Ashford to London Line  
is a standard railway service 
which runs on track which is 
powered by an electric 3rd 
rail. Our nearest station is 
Headcorn. 

 

High Speed One runs 
between Ashford and London 
St Pancras station. It was 
first opened in 2007 and 
runs using electric power 
from overhead lines. 

 

The Marshlink Line runs 
between Ashford and 
Hastings. It is operated using 
diesel trains and only has 
one track for most of its 
length. 
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Pioneer of rail transport. 
Built Locomotion No.1 

which was the first 
locomotive to carry 

passengers on a railway 
line. 
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British civil engineer who 
was one of the greatest 
figures of the Industrial 

Revolution. Built the Great 
Western Railway 
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Scottish inventor who 
created the ‘Watt Steam 

Engine’ which was 
fundamental to in the 
industrial revolution. 
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Famous for his report ‘The 
Reshaping of British 

Railways’ which resulted 
in the closure of 4000 

miles of track. 

Parts of a Steam Locomotive 

 

Key Vocabulary 
steam 
locomotive 

A type of locomotive which 
produces power using steam. 
They are used by burning a 
material such as coal, wood 
or oil to produce steam in a 
boiler. 

diesel 
locomotive 

A type of locomotive which is 
powered by a diesel engine. 

electric 
locomotive 

A type of locomotive which is 
powered by an electric 
motor. Electricity is collected 
through a 3rd rail or by 
overhead lines. 

route  A way or course taken to get 
from a starting point to a 
destination. 

privitisation The transfer of ownershop 
from public to private 
ownership. 

nationalisation The transfer of ownership 
from private to public. 

 

The Railways 

Flying Scotsman – A3 
Class locomotive 
famous for pulling 
London to Scotland 
services. 

Mallard – A4 class 
locomotive famous for 
being the world record 
holder for the fastest 
steam locomotive. 


